
3rd Grade Social Studies Biography Inquiry 

What Makes A Person An  
American Hero? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barrington, Francis. TheAmerican hero's march. G. Andre & Co., Philadelphia, 1861. Notated Music. Retrieved from the Library of Con-
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Supporting Questions 

1. Where does this person fit in American History?  

2. What achievements or accomplishments contributed to their legacy ?  

3. Why is their legacy important to us as Americans? 

 

 

 

This work has been developed as part of a Teaching With Primary Sources grant from the Library of Congress.  
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What Makes a Person An Amazing American 

New York State 
Social Studies 

Framework and 
Key Ideas and 

Practices 

Recognize and use different forms of evidence use to make meaning of social studies (including primary and secondary 
sources, such as art and photographs, artifacts, oral histories, maps and globes) 

Create an understanding of the past by using primary and secondary sources. 

Explain how three or more events are related to one another. 

Identify causes and effects, using examples from his/her life or frim a current event or history. 

Distinguish between long-term and immediate causes and effects of an event from his/her life or current events or 
history. 

Staging the 
Question 

Explore what is a hero and apply this to our own lives. Brainstorm heroes and sort them between real life heroes 
we know, real life heroes we do not know, and superhero/fictional characters. 

Supporting  

Question 1  

Supporting  

Question 2  

Supporting  

Question 3  

Where does this person fit in American 
history? 

Which of their achievements or 
accomplishments contributed to their legacy? 

Why is their legacy important to us as 
Americans? 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Create a timeline by guessing where they fit 
based on what I notice and what I wonder? 

Gain knowledge after researching, recreate 
the timeline using facts. Check for accuracy 

Understand how the famous American’s 
legacy is part of American history 

 

Study and understand biographies, what makes a 
hero, and why we research 

Identify primary and secondary sources  

Research the person using many sources 
(primary and secondary) 

Complete a lap book which includes: portrait of 
the hero, why they picked the hero, what makes’ 
them amazing, a fact card, and a timeline of the 
person’s life. 

Understand what are achievements, 
accomplishments, obstacles, and legacies 

Understand how this legacy affects their 
life, America, and the world around them 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet 
By Dennis Denenberg & Lorraine Roscoe. 
Lerner Publishing Group, 2016 ISBN: 
9781512413281 

Google search of LOC:  

https://www.loc.gov/about/awards-and-
honors/living-legends/sally-ride/ 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/clara-
barton-papers/about-this-collection/ 

http://loc.gov/exhibits/civil-war-in-
america/biographies/clara-barton.html 
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/rosap
arks/rosaparks.html 

Biographies from “Who Was” book series 
published by Scholastic  

www.ducksters.com/biography 

American Heroes Lap Book and biography 
Research Project on teachers’ pay teachers 
www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Biograp
hy-Unit-1179942 

Library of Congress 
www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/index.php 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2013649131/ 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007675001/ 

https://www.thehersheycompany.com/e
n_us/this-is-hershey/milton-
hershey.html 
 
https://www.loc.gov/collections/edison-
company-motion-pictures-and-sound-
recordings/articles-and-
essays/biography/life-of-thomas-alva-
edison/ 
 
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/fra
nklin/loc.html 

 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/franklin/ 
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Summative  

Performance 
Task  

ARGUMENT 

What makes a person an Amazing American? 

Students will construct an argument, supported by evidence from their research which 
answers this question. 

EXTENSION 
What impact did their legacy have on the world? 

 

Taking Informed 
Action 

Form a living American Hero biography timeline to share information about these amazing people’s legacy. 

 


